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Why must we be involved in 
advocacy?

• Policies made at the local, state, and federal 
levels influence the way we practice and the 
care our patients receive

• Policies are most often made by people not 
in clinical practice

• Health care policies often affected by 
competing interests unrelated to health and 
science (e.g., budgetary restrictions) 

It is the physician’s responsibility to advocate 
for the patient in the legislative process.



Advocacy: Legislative Truths
1. Facts don't vote. 

Lawmakers vote their own individual 
political calculus. Seldom are facts alone 
sufficient to get votes; political facts may be.

2. Communication is key. 
Requires personal contact with key 
Members of Congress and staff from 
respected, active individuals back home. 

3. The power of presence. 
Public policy is made by those who bother 
to show up.



Advocacy Wisdom
The only thing necessary for the triumph 
of evil is for good men to do nothing.
Nobody made a greater mistake than he 
who did nothing because he could do 
only a little.

Sir Edmund Burke



New President 
New Congress

New Challenges for Women’s 
Health



How Do I Get Involved?

www.acog.org/advocacy

My Presidential Initiative

All In for Advocacy

http://www.acog.org/advocacy


ACOG’s Government Affairs
acog.org/Advocacy

• Learn about Issues

• How Your Member of Congress 
Voted

• Email Your Member of Congress











ACOG News
• Free Weekly  
• President’s Message
• Key Legislative and Political 

Developments
• How to Influence the Debate
• Links to prewritten letters to send 

to you Member of Congress







ACOG Action Alerts

• On Specific Issues

• Call Your Congressman Now!
• Email your Congressman Now!
42,000+ ob/gyns!!
It is EASY!!  ACOG does all the 

work











Political Action Committee
An organization that pools contributions from 

members and donates those funds to help 
elect or defeat candidates.

Cardinal Rule of PACs:
Bigger = Stronger



ACOG’s political action committee
the ONLY federal political action 

committee representing our specialty
bipartisan
your voice on Capitol Hill and the 

statehouses 

Ob-GynPAC is



OB-GynPAC is ACOG’s 
Political Action 

Committee

 What do we do?
 Provides Access to Discuss 

and Educate Our Members of 
Congress and Others
 We do not buy votes!!!









• Advocacy is telling a story to create a clear 
picture of a legislative bill or regulatory 
action 

• Real world implications can trump 
legislative priorities and party politics

• Legislators' want to hear from their 
constituents – access is gained by 
relationships and dollars .  WE ARE THE 
EXPERTS TO TELL THAT STORY

• Duty to protect our patients in and OUT of 
the exam room 



Advocacy

Just say YES!



Thank you!

Go Hawkeyes!
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