
Faculty Position 
at Institution 

with Research 
Mentorship and 

Appropriate 
Resources

Protected TIME
And

MENTORSHIP

NIH institutional  K-
12 programs: WRHR, 

BIRCWH

Independent Career-Development 
funding (ex. K-award, NIH, AHRQ)

(note: NIH K-level funding 6 years total 
maximum)

Departmental start-
up 

support/protected 
time for research 

career development

Other research 
fellowship or 

research training 
award (ex. T32, KL-2, 

RWJ, foundation, 
academic specialist 
research fellowship) 

Independent funding (“R” Awards or their 
equivalent from ex. NIH, AHRQ, PCORI, 

CDC) of research and continued 
protected time for research

Independent 
Investigator

Mentored 
investigator

RESEARCH
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